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If we mil unite in this great work there would 
be no doubt as to the result. For the Cap- 
tain of our salvation will lead us. When the 
■enemy sees the hosts of God advancing to 
charge them, the bugles of hell will sound the 
retreat, and the torn and shattered, banner of 
the church will triumphantly wave over the 
world. And the redeemed and un fallen mul- 
titudes of heaven will sweep down to earth 
wl(h palms oi victory in their hands, to crown 
him who gave us the victory "Lord of all.*' 
So let us be faithful witnesses. 
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A 8ERM0K ON 


8ILF 0GHD1MNATION 
WILL 61 REALIZED. 

BY J. H. WORST. 


AND HOW IT 


Mltth. • : 7. BUtmd are the merciful for the;/ *A«W oblain- 
fiierey. 

In Bptte of the dogmas and theories con- 
cerning the judgments, the simplest is that 
each shall be his own judge. Not that each 
individual shall judge himself as he may choose, 
but according to irreversible laws that are as 
changeless as the facts that enter into judg- 
ment. 

This does not detract from God's personal 
supervision, does not destroy His potency or 
■omniscience, but makes man the agency in 
unraveling his vwn history and viewing his 
work as God views it. We are each laying 
up a fund of thoughts, acts, influences, and 
whatever enters into the complete history of 
our earth life, and not one of those acts. 
thoughts or influences shall be forgotten or 
lost. They become a part of us, and as judg- 
ment can only aitect that of which we are 
constituted, and as we are the architects of 
whatever we aie, we acquit or condemn our- 
selves according as we build the fabric of life. 
The merciful shall obtain mercy because they 
manifest mercy. We are not bound to lie 
merciful or unmerciful but arc left free to add 
to the bulk of life's fund the one or the other; 
if we are merciful we shall obtain mercy. 
Why ? Because we have sowed it ; because 
we have placed it to our credit ; because it 
becomes a purl of us and is ours. When we 
receive that mercy promised in the text may 
it not be our own mercy coming back to us 
again, like the bread cast upon the waters 
that shall be gathered many days hence 'i 

Those who are unmerciful need not expect 
any meicy because they have never made any 
for themselves, notwithstanding the oppor- 
tunities for making mercy were as numerous 
and as inviting as those for making money, 
yet they made plenty of money. 

Many a hardened hypocrite prays daily for 
God to be merciful toward him, while God 
has placed a hundred subjects around him all 
praying for mercy, and with this fertile field 
upon which he has 'every opportunity to sow 
mercy and reap in abundance, yet he prays 
for mercy and manifests none whatever. As 
well might a man stand upon the prairie and 
ask God to plant the sod for him and plant it 
with early Dent corn. God will indeed give 
him corn, but he must break the sod and plain. 
the seed himself. 

Hence, then, those desiring mercy can ob- 
tain it by being merciful ; they can make it 
for themselves. If they omit this privilege 
they will be without mercy for they have laid 
up none for themselves. If they omit this 

erivilege they will be without mercy for they 
ave laid up none for themselves. So of love, 
sympathy, affection and kindness. 

Love makes love, sympathy,sym[»athy, and 
kindness makes kindness, just as corn planted 
produces coniand wheat sown produces wheat, 
only the frost and hail cannot interfere with 
the full development of the former. Should 
the unloving be loved? Could they ber\ 
Would it be possible for an unkind man to 
be rewarded in heaven with kindness, a cruel 
man with mercy, or an uncharitable man with 
charity V No, not even in this world. Then 
those that are lying about their neighbors and 
those that are trumping up charges with 
which to expel their brethren can go on doing 
so with the full knowledge that all that dis- 
reputable rubbish will come home to them 
and be their treasure. If that treasure should 
not be in heaven they would have to go else- 
where to get it fur they must and will yet it. 
Paul says, "whatsoever a man soweth that 
shall he also reap." There is no choice in it 
then ; the choice comes in the sowing and not 
in the reaping. It is but a more tangible ex- 
position of Christ's language as found in our 
text. In reaping, the man, must go to his own 
field, the one he sowed, and perchance that 
field may be without the gates of the City ; 
it all depends upon what he sowed. 

Mercy, kindness, charity, sympathy, for- 
bearance, etc-, are heavenly qualities and will 
be found growing in heaven or the heavenly 
part of oar' nature : while hatred, envy, malice, 
bigotry, etc., are devilish and .those sowing 
such seed will go to him at harvest time 
Where else could you suggest for the reaping 
of such a batch of seed V 

Again, Christ says, when wo pray wfc 
should say "forgive us our debts at we forgive 


our debtors fjuat as we forgive our debtors. 
Here we ask God to allow us to formulate the 
degree of our own forgiveness. Thousands 
that strenuously insist upon the use of that 

Erayer and use it often will, if it is answered* 
e condemned at their own request unless their 
ignorance should constitute a legal offset to 
their petition. Just think of it. Ask God 
to forgive us our debts, as we forgive owr 
debtors and then don't forgive "our debtors" 
but condemn them. May it not lie one of the 
unbending laws of God that in forgiving an- 
other we forgive ourself, and if we do not for- 
S've the debtor we fail to provide the very 
ing we need? 

An t look at a hundred councils that have 
doomed as many elders and thrice that num- 
ber of schemers to the very condition they 
sought to place others in. Will you deny it i 
Dare you contradict it ? Does not the force 
of Christ's language say, "beware! you are 
the heathen ; not brother Brown. True you 
judge him a heathen, but 'as ye judge ye shall 
be judged,' and it is not brother Brown you 
are judging but you are judging yourselves. 

You make yourselves what you seek to make 
brother Brown, for as ye mete it shall be 
measured to you again." Is there any jus- 
tice in that ? Yes. Let the ranting egotism 
and selfishness of an ecclesiastical organization 
reap its reward as does any other organiza- 
tion, and let the man who flings the stone of 
envy at brother Brown receive it against his 
own head. The text means a changing of 
position. That is, the falsehood you propa- 
gate to injure me will prove to be against 
yourself and you will be injured just where 
yon sought to bruise me It ought to be so. 
That conclave of ecclesiastical functionaries 
that went home a few weeks ago saying, 
"didn't we fix 'em to-day though" (alluding 
to the expulsion of a few brethren for disre- 
specting the mandates of corrupt men) will 
find as sure as fate that when they stand be- 
fore the mirror of destiny they will see "heathen 
and publican" under their own names instead 
of under the names they that day thought 
they "fixed." When that woman there in the 
congregation drives the nail of scandal into 
her sister's name, she will find that very nail 
piercing her own name instead, for the blow 
aimed at another will strike the hand that 
sent it on its cruel mission. 

"If ye forgive men their tresspasses your 
heavenly father will also forgive you, but if 
ye forgive not men their tresspasses, neither 

will your Father forgive your trespasses." 
So says Christ. What did he mean ? I am 

now speaking to you. What did he mean ? 

Did he mean that you and I could hate, per- 
secute, and tyranize over other* and then ie- 
ceive from God the very things we refused 
fellow beings? 


there is ransacked to find some treasure for 
you, but no response, only, "nothing here." 
Why? because you placed nothing there. 
Ana how much sadder still if those hearts 
should unload a vast fund of misery, injustice, 
oppression and cruelty that you placed there, 
for "whatsoever a man soweth that shall he 
also reap." 

.The man that gives to the poor may reap 
much of it again in this life, for often the 
wheel of fortune changes and the rich become 
poor. In that can the goods that return to 
cheer and gladden the heart in the hour of 
necessity is not so ranch of charity as the re- 
turn again of the very things once bestowed, 
always with usury. 

The man that does not lay up treasure* in 
human heaits around him here has little to 
hope for in heaven. The proper way to lay 
up treasures in heaven is to lay oat treasures 
on earth. 

How benevolent of God to thus make the 
harvest of eternity accessible to alt and easy 
of tillage. 

Tiiie, God will forgive — the blood of Christ 
will wash the stain away. We may fall upon 
Him to cover our defects, for the best are im- 
perfect; but the affinity must be framed here. 
If we naturally choose the low and vulgar plaie 
of thought and action and cultivate an affini- 
ty for it, it will l>e our reward wherever it 
may be found ; and just as sure as Adam's 
nakedness led him to hide from God, so the 
nakedness of such passions will drive us from 
heaven of our own volition. With such 
thoughts, feelings and desires we will not de- 
sire a home with the pure and good anymore 
than the savage Hottentot would enjoy the 
company of the intelligent and refined. When 
the whole past reacts upon us and we see 
ourselves as we lived and as God saw us all 
the time, that wonderful biography of our own 
weaving and of which we are solely constitu- 
ted will lead us to condemn ourselves. With 
such a record and such filthy garments we 
could not desire the company of the wash- 
ed and clean. Self-condemnation. Utter 
unfitness for the home of the pure and no ca- 
pacity for their enjoyment. No mercy in 
store, for none rendered ; no forgiveness for 
none prepared, no charity for none bestowed ; 
but in their stead the oppression, ostracism, 
vindictive judgments and harsh penalties im- 
posed upon others will be rivited upon our 
doom with the same hammerof vengeance with 
which we sought to fetter those whom we 
thought to injure. 

Then wiany a poor 


our 

May it not mean that the act of forgiving 
remains imperishable and will come bock to 
us again as our», because we made it or sowed 
it where every seed takes root and produces? 
May it not be then that in the eternal judg- 
ment every man will be compelled to face his 
own record ; see outlined the whole fabric of 
his life, the thoughts utterances, motives and 
deeds that emanated from him, and thut they 
will constitute the treasure that Christ men- 
tions and recommends to be laid up in heaven, 
and may i hey not also constitute his capacity 
for the future? 

Christ says, "Blessed are they that hunger 
and thirst after righteousness for they shall be 
filled." Filled w|tb what? with the very 
thing they hunger and thirst for — righteous- 
ness, and heaven is full of it. 

But suppose a man leads such a life here as 
to give him a hungering and thirsting after 
cruelty and wickedness ; must he hot bo filled 
also with the things he hungers for? And 
where but in hell will he find the stuff he 
hankers after ? He must go there to be filled 
and he paves the way himself by cultivating 
desires ths", heaven cannot gratify. 

In laying up this treasure in heaven we 
need not speculate. A thousand human hearts 
beat daily around us into which we are con- 
stantly asked to make deposits, and those 
hearts will carry these deposits to heaven for 
us. That kind word spoken to a fellow nop* 
tal will never be lost. That night's lodging 
bestowed upon the traveler and that suit of 
clothes and loaf of bread -given to the needy 
will live in their hearts, as well as be duplica- 
ted in your own, and when the final assizes 
shall commence they will come back to you 
again arid in effect will be your own bread 
and raiment and comfort. So of mercy, for- 
giveness, judgment, measure, love, kindness, 
and all other ' good Works and charitable 
deeds. 

JJtrt if In 1 that vast throng gathered togeth- 
er there' should be found no such jewels for 
you, it will be your misfortune, because yon 
had the opportunity and Allied to plant the 
seeds of heavenly treasure. Every command 
of Christ or inspired Apostle is conducive to 
this end, but yon heeded them not ; and what 
a sad condition to feel then, that every heart 


Lazams that was com- 
pelled to wear the stigma of "heathen" here 
will gently drop the oppressive title into the 
lap of those who placarded him, and rise into 
Abraham's bosom while the priests that made 
it must wear it forever in company with the 
rich man and kindred characters. It would 
not be unjust on the part of God, for the in- 
spired apostle says "he shall have judgment 
without mercy, tliat hath showed no merey." 

What « sad lesson for moral bankrupts and 
pious pretenders; how hoj)eless for the de- 
tainers of character and murderers of peace by 
thrusting the sword of popery through the 
heart of the church. 

Every rope used by the moral lynchers 
since Christ's time must fall back upon the 
lynchers neck; every judgment return and 
comdemn the judge and every penalty be 
fastened upon that molly crowd that assumed 
the dignity to commit treason against high 
heaven by dictating terms of salvation other 
than those God has established, and who pun- 
ished as heretics those too brave to bow to 
human mandates. After awhile these foul 
birds will come home to the nest that gave 
them birth and there abide. They may an- 
noy our enemies for a season, but their annoy- 
ance will be as a drop compared to the ocean 
in view of the eternal annoyance they will 
make in the neighborhood of their incubation. 
Let us avoid them. Let us live above them, 
and sow only such influences as will gladden 
others as they go out upon their mission and 
gladden us upon their return. 

Williamsport; Dakota. 
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'THIS IS LIFE ETERNAL." 

BY C. 11. BALSB AV'iiM. 

"That they might know thee, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." 
John 17 : 3. Tins is saying much, but Jesus 
said it and he is the Truth. He spoke as a 
man, out of his human conciousuess in perfect 
identity with the divine. He spake not other- 
wise than he meant all His elect to speak. As 
He spoke so He was. "I am the Troth." He 
was not only "a Teacher sent from God," but 
was very God in the flesh, leaving nothing 
that is flesh, in the widest deepest scripture 
sense, untouched. "The Second Mkn," who 1 
is also "the Lord from Heaven," is no man at 
all for us if His relationship to God is not pes* 
aible to his disciples. After He was conceiv- 
ed by the Holy Ghost, all the laws of human 
physiology took hold of Him, and moulded 


His body, soul, and spirit the same as if He 
bad been generated by Joseph, the Higher 
Factor modifying the lower through the en- 
tire process of development. The first throb 
of life in the vestal germ after the divine 
overshadowing, was the beginning of human 
redemption. So deeply are we fallen, and so 
radically corrupt, that the fountain of life is 
also the fountain of sin. The power of Gen- 
esis, which originally made man no kin to God, 
is now his point of greatest remoteness from 
God. Here is room for reformation and prog- 
ress which far outstrips anything attempted 
by the wildest radical in ecclesiastical polity 
or personal liberty. The conjugal relation is 
almost universally debauched. I have known 
boanergic evangelists go down to the grave 
in their prime from the effects of unrestrained 
lust Sanctified conjugality is the firat les- 
son taught by the Divine Incarnation, and a 
radical imperative lesson it is. One of the 
most beautifully God enshrining saints I ever 
knew said to me on his death bed, "no one 
knows what the infleshing of God is till he 
can generate in the spirit." John Baptist 
leapt in his mother's womb in proximity to the 
unborn Emmanuel. 

"This is eternal lif e to know Thee." And 
such a knowing , K is infi nitely more th an 
memorizing th e Bible . ~speahmg_ with_fbe 
tongues of men and angel a, posse ssing all 
knojatlcdgft. apH .fai th besto wing "a ll" our goods 
to feed the Jjpor, giving our p odics "to" the 
IfameK," "more than air~wasbtn"gs, baptisms , 
kluajngB, jacram eiitaliams, cTmrdi^isjruplipna 
and ceremonial ~7mkerings. balvfljjnn « the 
deepe st aru Tstire st and moat essential of all 
knowin g — personal identity . All else is byp- 
"pocrisy or delusion. "Kedeemed from all in- 
iquity" — this is the purpose of God in His 
man -becoming, and the goal of our faith and 
aspirations and struggles. "The end of our 
faith is also the inspiration and lite of our 
faith. We are to look unto Jesus uninter- 
ruptedly, not only because He is the Author 
and finisher of our faith, but because He also 
incessantly looked at "the joy Bet before Him," 
by which he was enabled to "endure the cross 
and despise the shame." Heb. 12:2. Em- 
manuel Himself knows the inspiration of a 
High Ideal, a grand consummation: and in like 
manner we are to press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus," These are wonderful words, able to 
sustain under the most crushing burdens, and 
on the most agonizing crobs. God's own 
eternity, with all its bliss and glory and mar- 
vel, is the prize held out for incitement to a 
self-cruci Bed life : and Jesus, Incarnate Deity, 
the Perfect Man, is the mark by which we 
are to regulate our course toward the shining 
goal. Looking unto Jesus," "walking as He 
walked," is a body-and-soul- taxing work. 
Nothing but indwelling Jehovah can em- 
power us to this sublime and ecs tactic attain- 
ment. It takes all that is in ns, and all that 
is in God. To save a soul is God's great 
work, and yet we often toy with it as if it 
were a bagatelle. 

The three grand years of Christ's public 
life are only the natural outcome .of His thirty 
years private discipline and sell-crucifixion. 
Let us not forget this. The hidden carpenter 
life of the Godman has been singularly neg- 
lected in our theology. The great, pmlonjp-d 
Waterloo of the soul is fought on the retired 
field oi"ourdaily tasks — in the closet, in the 
domestic circle, in our soc ial relations, in the 




secret" ocpthB ~ot the's ^untT ^ ^iQl_fin-apeciaL 


stone, in the Incarnate. Holy Ghos t moulding 
the regenerate into the Divine likenes s. 


r 1 


Baking, washing, scrubbing, scouring, mend- 
ihg, cooki ng, eating, drinking, dressing.— ^m~ 
ghoTr,~tIic little things ol our dally life 


ie are 
jthc_great sacraments ol religion^ Tt ia "n-jf r 
( fo sit with a solemn face at the Lord's Table, 
Than to pass with a Chrrst tain Temper through 
the cruc ible oi a~washlng or baking day^ or 
run th rough a field of grain afrer intru8^ve ~ 
ea^tle,^ r d raw a furrow throug h a stony, 
stump y field with i r actions horses, or wa j r on 
a~TaTay"dinn cr. \Vhen we consider Christ's 
mission, hischaracter and knowledge, his try- 
ing surroundings, his occupation and domestic 
condition, and then contemplate his patience, 
rettcense, and self-restraint, what a Model, 
what a picture of ideal boyhood, youth, man- 
hood, verily infieshed Godhead ! Emmanuel 
came to sanctify every breath, step, act, word, 
thought, emotion. Religion is no t ft _spasm 1 
but life, the whole hie, eternal life, ana this 
is Divinity. Infinite and fJoit~" 
-^Thi 


man. 


Infinite ana fi nite. Goa fZSiTTXSL 

and only t his, js mlvtinn 


To complain that life has no joys, while 
there is a single creature whom we can relieve 
by our bounty, assist by our coansels, or enliv- 
en by oar presence, is to lament the loss of 
that which be possesses, and is )ust as ir- 
rational as to die of thirst with the cap to ear 
hand. 

A stingy man feels poorer than a beggar. 


